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6 41 ever there be a ic Reformation among us, it 
Z at the ele a public ue, they, who = the yr hy 0 op 
Religion, muſt lead on this Work, and be more care- 
and conſcientious in the Di iſcharge of that high and 
« holy Office, which is committed to them by the great 
9 Shepherd, reps eh Souls. 


Archbiſhop TIITOTrsOox. 


& The main Support of Piety and Morals conſiſts in the pa- 

rochial 2 the Eier gy. Tf this Country ts to 
© be preſerved from utter Poofligatencf and Ruin, it 
& muſt be by their Means: And take Notice, they 
& cannot loſe their Influence, but in a great Meaſure by 


& their own Faul. 1 
Archbiſhop SzCKE Ro * 
2 SECOND EDITION, 


———— _—_#—. 
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Printed for Joun, Francis and CHartes RivixeTon, 
Bookſellers, at the Bible and Crown (No 62) in 


St Paul Churchyard. And fold by E. Pa LMBR in 
_ Briſtol, M DCC LXXVIs 
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"THE following Hints were drawn ; 


up for the Uſe. of his Curate b 
the Rector of a Country Pariſh, whoſe 
weak State of Health, and ſome pecu- 
har Circumſtances oblige Him to live 
the greateſt Part of the Year at a Diſ- 
tance from 1t:-- He nevertheleſs preaches 
every Sunday, reſides two Months in 


the Year on his Living, and is encou- 


raged to hope, that he has already been, 
and by the Bleſſing of God ſtill may be, 
the Inſtrument of ſome Good to his Pa- 
riſhioners ; though not of ./a much as He 
probably might be, were he conſtantly. 
reſident, which would be more ſatisfac- 
tory to Himſelf, and which on many 
Accounts He earneſtly wiſhes to be : 


But his © Lack of Service” is in a con- 
ſiderable Degree ſupplied by his Curate, 


whoendeavours conſcientiouſly to obſerve 
what is herein recommended to Him. 
It may be neceſſary to obſerve by 
Way of Apology for the Inaccuracies, 
and 


vi The PR EFAC E. 
1 and — — in this little Piece, that it 


riginally the private Letters ofa 
| Miniſter to his Curate, which would 


never have been publi iſhed, had it not 
been at his repeated Defire ;—toſave the 
Trouble of making Tranſcripts ocea- 
ſionally requeſted by intimate Friends; 
Land in Hope, that it might be of ſome 


Uſe to young Clergymen, when they fir/} 
undertake the Care of a Pariſh, ' 


It may be ob jected, that this Plan can- 


not be executed in large Pariſhes, even 
in the Country, and much leſs in great 
- Towns, and Cities. —Granted,' that in 
every Particular it cannot; but in forneMea- 


firiillowing for the Difference of Cir- | 
cumſtances) it is apprehended to be 


practicable in 4% Situations ; though 
every Miniſter muſt judge for Himſelf 
how far He can execute it, and with what 


Proſpect of Sueceſs. Fo his on Maſ- 


* ter He ſtandeth, or falleth, (Rom. xiv. 
4.) He istherefore to purſue whatever Me- 


thod He thinks moſt likely to promote 


the Good of the Souls committed to his 


Charge; and to anſwer the Ends of his 


Miniſtry in his own Pariſh: But it ſhould 
ever be remembered, that He acts in 


the Sight of God, to whom He muſt 


one Day be accountable. 
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The PREFACE Wi 
The prevailing Levity, Diſſipation, 
and Iniquity of the Times, ſhould ani- 
mate Miniſters to exert themſelves, and 
to do all in their Power to /ave their 
Fellow- creatures. Let none then be 
afraid of coming too cloſely to the Con- 
ſeiences of their People, either in the 
Pulpit, or out of it, if they wiſh 5 to 
s open their Eyes, to turn them from 
HBarkneſs to Light, and from the 
« Power of Satan unto God; ( Aﬀs 
! xxvi. 18.) and to have them experi- 
mentally acquainted with that vital, 
practical Holineſs, which zheſe Hints 
are publiſhed with a ſincere Deſire to 
Every Clergyman would do well to 
aſk his own Heart this very important 
Queſtion, *©* What is MY DUTY-1n 

© ſuch a Station, or ſuch a Relation?“ 
And then to diſcharge it faithfully and 
properly ; comforting Himſelf with the 
Thought, that (bad as the World 1s) 
there are even yet ſome ſerious, rational 
= Chriſtians, who will hear and be edi- 
fied ; and highly reſpe& thoſe, who act 
confiſtentiy with their ſacred Character 
and Office; that whatever Diſcourage- 
— «ment He may meet with from ſuch, 
x Ss, „ as 
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vii The PREFACE: 


as have no true Regard for Religion, 
* his Reward is with the Lord; and 
that though He is anſwerable for his 


Fidelity, and Diligence, He 1 18 nat lo for 
his SUCCES. 

- May it be the conſtant Tildivour 
of God's Miniſters every where to be 
found faithful to their great Maſter, 


their own Souls, and the Souls of 


others, that (by divine Grace) they 
may be able to ſay with the Apoſtle at 
all Times, more eſpecially at the Hour 


of Death, (2 Gor. 1. 12. ) 2. My Rejoic- 
“ing is this, the Teſtimony of 


„ Conſcience, that in Simplicity and 


ee godly Sincerity, not with fleſhl 
* Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 


« World.“ | TOY 


ah 20, 774. 


1 have had my. Converſation in the 


( ix 
| An Bxtraf? from Archbiſhop SECKER'S 
firſt Charge to his Clergy. 


| on hath placed us in a Station of 
1 Difficulty and Labour; and alſo of 
1 1 Reproach and Contempt from great 
p F Numbers of Men: But ſtill if we only 
43 ? learn to value our Function ju/ly, and 
to love it Ancerely, we ſnall be unſpeak- 
ably happier in diſcharging the Duties 
of it, than we poſſibly can be in any 
| Thang elſe. The Things, in which 
the World places Happineſs are very 
3 We may plainly ſee them to 
be ſuch now, if we will; and we ſhall 
ſee in a little Time, whether we vill, 
or not, that the only real Point of Mo- 
ment is to have approved ourſelves 
good and faithful Servants” to our 
great Maſter, Let us all therefore bear 
in Mind continually how Matters will 
appear to us then; and heartily pray, 
and earneſtly endeavour, © fo to paſs 
e through Things temporal, that we 
nah loſe not the Things eternal.” 
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b Hints on the general Duty of a Mini Wa. 1 


Preaching, — — — 3 | 
Catechiaing, — — 5 
| 4, Confirmation, | — n 
—_ Baptiſm, a — — 13. 
l 1 The Sacrament of the Lord's 


v PII 
* 
— 
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1 Miniſter's own Example, 20 
Vijſiting bis Pariſhioners in 


8 


18 Singing of alm, — 16 


4 
— 


8 
5 
r 


5 2" * general, == <= 29 


r 
2 7 
— 

hy 


4 
\ vs . s 
Sf, 6 - * 12 : * 
— . PR I Yo 2 8 „ "7 oF. 
* 4 9 4 rf D 2 * C Q * 8 
e ee e 
2 e n N > " * 


1 Secret, and Family Prayer, 33 
1 | | Reading the Scriptures, 34 
ue uu. — 
N Miſcellaneous Hi uts, rh” — 41 
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T RAC TS written' by the Reverend Jaurs 
Sronnousx, M. D. formerly of St Zokn's College, 
Oxroxp; ſold by J. F. and C. Rivixcrox in St 
Paul's Churchyard, London; — E. P 4 BR, * 
Wine Sreet, Briſtol: Anil to he had likewiſe of 
Bookſellers in the Country on a ſhort Notice. 

RIE NDL Advice to a Patient, calculated for 

the Uſe of the Sick belonging to Infirmaries: Tho 

the greateſt Part of it is ſuitable to every ſick Per- 
fon. The Twelfth Edition. 
2. Spiritual Direftions to the Uninſtrufted in all Condi- 
tions of Life. The Thirteenth Edition. | 
© 3. St Paul's Exhortation, and Motive to ſupport the weak, 
or fick Poor, A Sermon preached in the Cathedral 

Church. of Saliſbury; before the President, Governors, 

and other Encouragers of the GENERAL Inrirmany 

there. The Second Edition. 
4. Admonitions againſt or the Sabbath-breaking, and 


Drunkenneſs; deſigned for the Benefit of ſuch as are 
ilty of one or more of theſe Vices. Price id. and 
4 a Hundred. The Seventh Edition. & Twenty 
Thouſand of theſe have been printed within the 
4 5 of two Years, by the Socixrv for Promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and may be had by the Members 
on the Terms of the Society. © 
5. A ſhort Explanation of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 
per, with. ſuitable Devotions. The Sixth Edition. Price 
2d, ſingle, and 138. a Hundred. This little 
Tract is principally deſigned to be gi away by 
well - diſpoſed devs to the common Props, who can- 
not afford to buy Books, nor ſpare much Time to 
read them : 1 it is ho 1 will anſwer the 
moſt material Ends propoſe what are generally 
ale i 855 IT) 8 4 
6. Prayers for the Uſe o 282 Perſons, Families, Chil- 
dren and Servants. The Eighth Edition. — & This 
is printed in ſo cheap a Form as to ſell for gd. ſingle, 
and 20s, an Hundred, purpoſely to be given away 
by Parents to-their Children, Maſters to their Ser- 
vants, and Miniſters to their Pariſhioners; and as it 
is in the Catalogue of ſuch Books as are diſperſed 
by the Soc ir for Promoting Chrifhan Knowledge, 
may be had by the Members on the uſual Terms. 
NB. Theſe Prayers are printed in a larger Letter 
for the Uſe of ſuch, as are advanced in Years, Price 
Sixpence. 
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| | General Dur of a MINISTER 


1H2SST is the Duty . of a Miniſter 
J do be diligent, and to watch 
155 N every Opportunity of doing 
8 cet Good to his Pariſhioners. 
7 He ſhould therefore endea- 
| vour to know their Wants, both ſpiritual 
and temporal, and as a kind Protector, and 
cConſtant Friend, as well as a careful In- 
7 ftrufter, and prudent. Admoniſher, ſhould | 
give them the beſt Advice and Directions 
in his Power: For this is the true Deſign. 
{4 o« arochial Miniſtry : And this only will 
anſwer the firſt, and great Intention T of 
471 fuch an Inſtitution, Ir 


a W UG Of © 


= 06 & 


4 Every 


_ * Let me recommend to your repeated. Peruſal 
. Biſhop BuxnzT's Paſtoral Care - BOwLES's Paſtor 
Z*7. Evangelicus—BaxTzx's reformed Paſtor, reduced 
to a new Method by Pa LMER.—Archbiſhop HoxrT's 
mY InſtruRtions. to the Clergy ;—And Archbiſhop Sec «- 
27 zx's Charges to the Clergy of the Dioceſes of Oxford 

and — | 
= +*<© Sock, as want your Help moſt 45 Arch. 
= biſhop Sack; ER, in his fore Charge to the + of 


g. INS ON TILE... 
2. Every Miniſter has promiſed at his 
Ordination, That he will uſe both pub- 
& ic and private Monitions and Exhor- 
„ tations, as well to the Sick, as to the 
„ Whole, within his Cure, as Need ſhall 
ce require, and Occaſion ſhall be given.“ 
It would therefore be very proper for Him 
to read over, as in the Sight of Gop, on 
the annnueturn af the Muy of his Ordi- 
nation, that Service, by which He ſo ſo- 
lemnly dedicated Himſelf to the Miniſtry. 
g. N Minifter as xo:be': a Pattern to his 
Flock of every Thing good and praiſe- 
worthy, and therefore ſhould keep a con- 
ſtant Guard on his own Temper and Con- 
duct, remembering that great Conſequen- 
res are aften produced by little Things, 
that. an Indiſcretion in Him will be aggra- 
// cc Vated, 


4 


the Dioceſe:of Canterbury) may not come to your Ser- 
te mons, or may not ;apply;them to their oon Uſe, or 
$ ma need to have them. enforced by Confiderations 
85 peculiar to themſelves, and unfit to be ſpecify'd 
in public — Speaking to them ſeparately, and 
„ agreeably to their ſeveral States of Mind and Life, 
ti. may have unforeſeen Influence: And being al- 
„% ways at Hand to awe the 3 „and counte- 
6 nance the well. behaved, to adviſe and comfort the 
c diſeaſed and afflicted, to relieve, or procure Re- 
6 lief for the neceſſitous, to compoſe. little Differ- 
& .ences, and diſcourage wrong Cuſtoms in the Be- 
„ fginning, to mote tend Offices, and to kee 

' on ray ee eee 
« up an edifying and entertaining Converfation* in 
e a Neighbourhood, muſt add incredible Weight 
« to public Inſtruction.“ Fr 


DUTY OF A MINISTER, 3 
vated, and that the Folly and Imprudenee 
of one Hour, or a ſingle Viſit, may ruin 

a fair Character, and be long an Obſtacle 
(perhaps an inſuperable one) to his Ac- 
ceptance and Uſefulneſs 


1, FNSTEAD of preaching always on ge- 
= eral and diſconnected Subjects, it will 
be an uſeful Exerciſe to yourſelf, very 
agreeable and moſt ſerviceable to the Pariſh, 6 
to expound in a Sermon, Verſe by Verſe“, 


6 8 ſome 
-» » Inſtead of taking a Text, (ſays Archbiſhop 
, 7 > Srcexxx, in his third Charge to his Clergy) which 
cComprehends withig itſelf the whole dee of 
| - which you would treat, it may often be uſeful to 
l, chooſe one, which hatha Reference to Things pre- 

ceeſding and following, and to expound all the Con- 
text. This will afford you Variety of Matter, and 
1 give you Opportunities for ſhort unexpected Re- 
* 1 marks; with which Perſons are frequently more 
4 ſſtruck, than with an entire Diſcourſe; for of the 
gd n ctter they foreſee the Drift all the Way, and therefore 
e, et themſelves to fence againſt it. Thus alſo you 
. map illuſttate the Beauties, at the ſame Time that you 
—_ : ſhew the practical Uſes, of large Portions of Scrip- 
© ture at once: For Inſtance, of a Parable, a Con- 
# | rerfſation, a Miracle of our bleſſed Lon p; or a Nat- 


ration concerning this or that other memorable Perſon, 


1 whether deſerving of Praiſe or Blame. For Scrip- 
| ture Hiſtories and Examples are eafily remembered, 
p .and have-great Weight. In Proportion as we over- 
70 look them, we ſhall appear leſs to be Miniſters uf 


God's Word: And our People will have leſs Ve- 


neration for it, for us, or for both.“ 
B 2 | 


e 


4 HUENES ON, THE: 
- ſome, of the moſt intereſting Paſſages of 


; Scripture particularly the Hiſtories, the 
-Parables, and Miracles; .chuſing for a 


Text the, principal Verſe in the Paſſage 


* 


deſigned to be expounded. Sometimes 
you may ſelect for this Purpoſe one of the 
Leſſons; or either the Epiſtle or | Goſpel 


o 
— 1 
2 s 


* - 2.” It may be proper at other Times to 
explain, in the Way of Sermons, the Bqok 
, Common Prayer, ſo far as it relates to the 
conſtant Service of the Church; for it is 


as neceſſary, that People ſhould anderſtand 


. the: devout Uſe, and true Meaning of it, as 
that a Soldier ſhould underſtand the dex- 


trous Uſe of his Weapons. To this ſhould 


be added a more particular Explanation 
and Enforcement of the Duty of fre- 
quently receiving the holy Sacrament.— 
And I would adviſe. you likewiſe to incul- 
cate (in a Courſe of Sermons) the relative 
Duties, on Goſpel Principles.—You will 
thoroughly underſtand my Meaning by the 
following Paſſage from a very uſeful. little 
Book, intitled, Two Diſcourſes on Preaching, 
by the late Rev. Mr Jonhx JtenninGs; to 


which is added, a Letter concerning the 


moſt uſeful Way of Preaching by Dr 
\Franck, Divinity Profeſſor in the Univer- 
 fity of Hall, in Saxony. | will ſelect, 
ſays Mr Jexnincs, by. Way of Specimen, 
ſome of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſes on moral 
. Duties, 
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DUTY OF A 'MINISTER: * 5 


Duties, where Preachers are moſt apt to 
forget the Mention of CnRIS, or to . a 
Reſpect to Him, that it may at once 
pear the Apoſtles preſſed ſuch Duties, aud 
had a Regard to CHRIST in treating on 
them. Charity-is injoined by the Apoſ—- 
* "TG; as our Bodies are Members of ChHRIST, 
as we are one Spirit with Him, Temples of 
«- the Holy Ghoſt, and bought with a Price,” 
1 Cor. vi. 15. Alms-giving is recommend 
ed, as it will bring a large Tribute of 
2 Praiſe to God fon our Subjection to the Goſ- 
peel ef CuxIsT—and CHRIST became poor 
= © for oux ſakes,” 1 Cor. viii. and ix.— 
Ssubjects are commanded to obey Magit- 
2 trates, becauſe the Goſpel Day i is come, and we 
2 „ ſhould put on CHRIST IEsus,“ Rom. 
Xii. Huſbands are charged to love their _ 
PWives, as CHRIST loved the Church,” Epheſ. 
V. 25.— The Obedience of Wives is urged, ? 
becauſe the Huſband. i is the Head of the | 
Wife, as CHrIsT is the Head of the 
64 Church, at Epheſ. v. 22. —Servants are 
exhorted to their Duty, as they © adorn the 
« Doctrine of CnRI1sT ;—becauſe Grace ſo 
„ teacheth; and that we look for Chriſt's Ap- 
e pearance, who gave Himſelf for us, that. 
« we might be holy, Titus ii. 9 Should 
not «ve therefore introduce the Peculiarities 
4 the Goſpel on all proper Occaſions, as 
requently, as the Apoſtles did? Surely we 
ſhould not ſuppreſs or ſeldom urge thoſe glo- 
1 rious 
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6 HINTS ON THE 


rious Motives, by which the Apoſtles enforced 
Goſpel Duties. Are we afraid that Men 


will make a perverſe uſe of ſuch Doctrines, 
as theſe inſpired Teachers uſed for Motives? 


3. I would adviſe you to preach Sermons. 
on particular, and uncommon Subjects, as 
they are frequently ſtriking, more eaſily: 
remembered, than thoſe on common Sub- 
jects, and exceedingly uſeful. For In- 
ſtance, Sermons on the Death of any of 


the Pariſhioners—on the New Year, —on 
the Spring, —on- Harveſt, &c. 


$40S$S960550664 $5904 $54 $00055000$44+ 
HINTS on CATECHIZING. 


1. ; * Catechizing is directed by the fifty- 
- ninth. Canon ®, to be at the Church 


before Evening Service, every Sunday (and 


not 


The Ruzric at the End of the Church-Catechtjm. 
orders, that the Children ſhall be catechized on Sin- 
days and Holydays after the ſecond! Leſſon in Evening 
Prayer. W HE ATLY, in his Illkftration'of the Common 
Prayer, (a Book of Reputation, which has paſſed. 


through many Editions) ſays Page 93, How to 


% reconcile the 59th Canon to this Rubric, I own 
% Jam at a Loſs:“— And ſo muſt every one, who 
compares them together. —The Canon ſays, ** The 


_ & Miniſter ſhall catechize every Sunday, and Holi- 


day beforg Evening Prayer: — The Ruß RIC only 
ſays on Sundays and Holidays: From whence no 
Obligation can be urged, that Miniſters ſhould cate- 

| | _ chize 
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DUTY OF A MINISTER, 7 
not in the Time of Service) and as it is of 
ſo great Importance to the riſing Genera- 
tion, it will be proper to catechize* the 
Children on Sundays, either before,- or af. 
ter Evening Service at the Church, or at 
the Parſonage-houſe in the Evening, as beſt 
ſuits your Conveniency, the Intention of 
the Canon being anſwered, whether they 
are catechized before, or after Church; 

there, or at the Parſonage-houſe, _ 
2. You would do well occaſionally to 
deſire the Parents to be diligent in teaching 
their young Children the Church-cate- 
es chiſm- 


chize on all: Sundays, -and- Holidays. The Canon: 
farther injoins; that it be done before Evening Prayer, 
but the RoBRIN ſays © after the ſecond Leſſon in Eve- 
ning Prayer.— Ihe Canon requires it ſhould | be 
continued for Half an Hour, or more: — Ihe Ru- 
BMC leaves it indefinite: Conſequently every Mi- 
niſter is at Liberty (as the Directions are thus incon- 
ſiſtent) to catechiſe the Children either before, in, or 
after the Service of the Church, as beſt ſuits Him- 
elf, and his Pariſnioners. Nay it muſt in the Na- 
iure of Things be left to the Diſcretion of the Minifter, 
fr it is impractible to obſerve the Direction of cate- 
! 
| 
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chizing according to the Ron RE in ſuch Churches, 
where the Ailes are very much crowded: And in- 
deed where they are not ſo, and the Children are ca- 
> techized after the ſecond Leſſon, too many, I fear, are 
diiſguſted at it, inſtead of being ediſied by it, how judi- 
cious ſoever the Miniſter's Iuftructions. So-far are 
ſome of them from attending with a laudable Seriouſ- 
neſs to what is ſaid, that they make the Lengthening 
of the Service by the cathetical Examination a Pre- 


tence for not coming to Church. , 


B 4: 
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chiſm, that they may be it to come under 
_- your Inſtruction at ſix Years old. I doubt 
not but you will endeavour, as much as 
in you lies, to make the Exerciſe of Cate- 
chiſm /aſtingly uſeful to the Children; for, 
without great Care, hearing them repeat 
it frequently will become a Work of mere 
Form, tedious to yourſelf, and unintereſting 


G o’‚⸗—- 5. 


3. The Children new on the Liſt to be ca- 


techized are between 40 and 50. Theſe you 


will pleaſe to divide into two Claſſes. 
Thoſe from 6 to 10 Years old in the lower 


Claſs; and thoſe from 10 to 16 in the p- 
per.— Thoſe in the lower Claſs may only 


repeat the Words, and be aſked ſuch ſhort, 
and eaſy Queſtions, as require them to an- 


ſwer little more than Yes, or No.—As for 


Inſtance, Do you believe in God 1 


Are there more Gods than one? No.— 
Did your Godfathers and Godmothers 


promiſe, that you ſhould renounce the De- 
vil and all his Works? Yes.—Should a 


Chriſtian do any of the Works of the De- 


vil? No.—Thoſe in the upper Claſs may be 


aſked the Meaning of the Words, anſwer 
ſuch Queſtions , as you may think proper 


2 Seen little Tra& intitled, The Church Catechiſm © 


| broke into ſhort Queſtions ; and the Explanation of fome 
Words for the eafter Underſtanding them. Price three- 
halfpence.— This well deſerves the Attention of Pa- 
rents and Miniſters for the Uſe of Children, 
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DUTY OF A MINISTER. 9: 


to propoſe, and prove by ſuitable Texts of. 
Scripture the Truth of what they repeat. 
The lower Claſs, by hearing theſe Explana- 
tions, and your Inſtructions, will be gra- 
dually preparing for a Removal into the 
upper Claſs: You will be careful not. to 
confound the Children by aſking them 
hard Queſtions, nor terrify them by your 
Manner of ſpeaking. A. mild Voice, and 


a placid Countenance will diſpel their F 28 


and encourage them to anſwer. you pro Phe 
ly ; and if any behave amiſs, it wil 
* to reprove them in private. 
It will be proper to take a Liſt of all, | 
who are to be catechized, call over their | 
Names, before you begin, and mark the. 


1 abſent, that when I come to reſide, I may 
1 reprimand thoſe who have been neglitent 


in their Attendance, and encoutage the 


1 diligent by pecuniary Rewards. Your do- 


ing this will oblige ne, and it may be done 


b with very little Trouble to your ſelf, by put- 


ting a Mork thus + oppoſite to the Names: 
of the Abſenters, as exemplify'd in the 
following Table. | 


e parc; Age 


Such Proofs are printed in Words at Length in 
Lewis's Catechiſm : But if the Children are made to 
look out theſe in their Bibles, they: n be more 
* to remember wem. 


10 HINTS ON THE 


A Specimen of the Table which may be enlarged b as to 
contain the Number of Sundays in each Month, Ps the 
Names of all the Children you propoſe to catechize. 


* —_— 
a. — —— 


— — 


3 4 
Names. LE 
1 VN 


s. Sunday. 
I5. Sunday. 


| 22, Sunday | 
29. Sunday. 
FA 


m—_— 
nnn... 
* 
* a 
22 — 
AM. 
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5. To the young People from. 16 to 
21, (who ſhew a Diſpoſition to Seriouſneſs) 
proper Books may be lent, given or re- 
commended, that they may not loſe what 
they have gained by your catechetical In- 
ſtructions; and it is doubtleſs of fome Im- 
Portance to inquire occaſionally what In- 
provement they have made by theſe Advan- 
tages. 55 
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2 H O SE, wu are to 3 
ſhould be informed, that Confirma - 
lion is not to be conſidered as a mere Cere- 


5 mony, and that by paſſing through the 


Form they will receive no Benefit, except 
| hey ſeriouſly reſolve and- endeavour,- by: 


Prayer, Conſideratation, and Watchfulneſs, 
1 1 to obtain divine Pardon, and Aſſiſtance. 


2. Endeavour to make them ſenſible, 
chat i it is very decent and proper (a Duty: 
| they owe to Gop, and what will tend to- 
their own Peace and Happineſs) that they 
ſhould take on themſelves: publicly the 
© Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and the Engage- 
ments into which their Godfathers, and: 
* Godmorhers had entered in their Names 
at their Baptiſm; that = this Rite or Ce- 
| remony they actually do o ſo, and make 


. both God and their Fellow- chriſtians· Wit 


neſſes to it. It would be proper to remind 


them earneſtly. to repent of their: Sins, to 


believe in the Goſpel, to depend on CHRisr, 
as their Mediator and Redeemer, and to 
ſubmit to him, follow him, and obey him; 
for this at their Confirmation they publicly 
| ns by divine Grace they: would do. 
It is of Importance to convince them, 


1 that theſe Obligations cannot: be fulfilled. 
without the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
= which Gop has promiſed to give to all 


thoſe 


12 HINTS ON THE 


thoſe who pray for it, Luke xi. 1 3. and 
therefore that daily Prayer to God 1 Is in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary. 
4. It is very deſirable and important, that 
you ſhould preſs on them frequent Self- 
examination, that they may ſee how far 
they perform their baptiſmal Engagements, 
and what Need they have of more Vigilance, 
renewed Repentance, greater Humility, 
more fervent Prayer, and a well- grounded 
Reliance on the Merits of Caz1sT. 
8. It is very neceſſary that they ſhould. 
have clear, and'right Notions of the Deſign 
of this Service, and ſuch Notions may be 
en them in a few Words. It is ſuf- 
cient for them to know and conſider, that 
it is called Confirmation from their then con- 
Frming what their Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers did for them; and that hereby, they 
ſolemnly take on them their baptiſmal En- 
gagements; and the Church-catechiſm will 
teach them what theſe are. It may not be 
amiſs to warn them againſt a ſuperſtitious 
Regard to this Ceremony, and expecting 
more from it, than it was ever — 
to convey. 

6. Let me intreat it you firongly to caution 
the young People againſt. thoſe Exceſſes, 
and that Levity of Behaviour, ſo unbecom- 
ing and ſcandalous, and yet ſo frequently 
ſeen at Public-houſes in their 5 557 Home 
after Confirmation. 
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HINTS « on the Adminiſtration” 1 


of Baptiſm. 


ET it never be done in private, but 

in Caſes of Extremity, and in ſuch 

Caſes it is deſirable that the Parents ſnould 

be warned againſt laying undue Streſs on this 

Ordinance, as if the Salvation of the Child 
Wr on the Adminiſtration of it. 

2. It is very deſirable, before any Child 
is publicly baptized, that you ſhould have 
ſome Converſation with the Parents, to in- 
quire whether they have juſt Notions of 

the Nature, and Defign of the Ordinance, , 
and-to give them fs Information about it, 
that they may attend on the Adminiſtration” 
with Underſtanding, and proper Diſpoſi- 
tions of Mind. 

3. Whenever you adminiſter Baptiſm, 
remind the Godfathers and Godmothers of 
the ſolemn Engagement they are laid under 
to ſee, that the Child be educated in the” 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and, 
trained up in the Ways of Piety : Remind * 
them of their Duty to-warn the Parents on 

this Head, that what they undertake may 
not be conſidered, as it too often is, as a 
mere Form, and unmeaning Ceremony. 


4. In the Entertainment, which ſome- 


times follows the Adminiſtration of this 
Ordinance, be particularly on your Guard, 
not only againſt Exceſs and a Fondneſs for 


18 Eating, but againſt every Thing 


which 


* % 
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ww HINTS ON THE. 
which has the Appearance of Levity, and 
a trifling Diſpoſition. Let. your Conver- 
ſation with the Company be grave, manly, 
and ſerious, yet chearful and friendly. Re- 
ſolutely check every Thing which has the 
Appearance of Profaneneſs or Indecency, 
and endeavour to cheriſh and encourage 
ſuch Thoughts and Diſpoſitions, as are 
ſuitable to the Ordinance, which has been. 
adminiſtered, and the Engagement, under 
which the Parents and Sponſors: are laid. 
Let your Time of Departure be. ſuch, as 
may be agreeable to the Gravity of a. Cler- 
gyman, who knows the Value of Time, 
and may be a Leſſon of Regularity and Or- 
der to the reſt of the Company. 1 
5. Never defer making an Entry in the 
Pariſh Regiſter of Baptiſms, Marriages, and 
Burials; and take Care, that they be made 
with great Exactneſs, and in a large legi- 
ble Hand, as fo much may depend on your 
Care and Regularity in doing this properly. 
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HINTS on the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 


1. THE Lonp's Supper you will admi- 
I niſterat leaſt every Chriſtmas, Eaſter, 
Whitſuntide, and Michaelmas : And as 
every Perſon at the Age of Sixteen is by 
the hundred and twelfth Canon ordered to 

LE 


DUTY OF A MINISTER. 15 
be preſented by the Churchwardens to the 
| Biſhop, if they have not received the Sacra- 
ment at, or before Eaſter, I muſt defireyou to 
ſpeak to all ſober, well diſpoſed Youth in due 
Time, that they may be prepared to commu- 
nicate, and deſirous of becoming Commu- 
nicants: and likewiſe to endeavour to con- 
vince the diſſolute, who are near that age, of 
their unſitneſs to accompany others to that Or- 
dinance, and of their own unhappy State. 
2. It will be of great Uſe to theſe young 
People, if you would inſtruct them at the 
Parſonage-houſe (or in the Chancel of the 
Church) every Sunday Evening in the 
Month before the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament. Suppoſe you explain to them, in 
two Lectures, what relates to that Ordi- 
nance *, as ſtated in our Church Catechiſm, 
becauſe each of them can repeat that by 
Heart —and then in two Lectures more, 
you may explain the Communion Service, 
as they will have zbat conſtantly before their 
Eyes in the Common Prayer Book, for their 
Conſideration at Home, and will be enab- 
led to underſtand it much better, when they 
hear it read at the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament in the Church: By this Method 
they will be gradualiy initiated to the Parti- 
cipation of the Lord's Supper, and be bet- 
ter enabled to underſtand, and retain in 
their Memories the Uſe and Importance of 
| | "IT, 
* See STONnovusz's ShortExplanation of the Lord's 
Supper, agreeable to the Account given of it in the 


Church Catechiſm. Price zdſingle,or 135an hundred, 


16 HIN TS. ON THE. 1 
it. Moreover a proper Judgment may: 
then be formed of ſuch, as are qualified to 
receive it, and they may with the A xn 
Propriety be afterwards reminded of their 
Duty; and exhorted to have their Conver- 
ſation as becometh the Diſciples of ſuch a 
Maſter... 

3. J would adviſe you to take a Lift of 
thoſe, who conſtantly communicate, and en- 
deayour to learn from them what Ideas they 
have of the Nature and Deſign of this Sa- 
crament—and with what Views, Purpoſes, 
and Intentions they attend it, that you may 
ſuggeſt proper Counſel to them.— Talk ſc- 
riouſly to thoſe who ever come to this Or- 
dinance. Inquire into the Reaſon of ſo groſs 
a Neglect, and give proper Caution, or En- 
courogement, as their Circumſtances may re- 
quire. If any have left off to communi- 
cate, try to bring them back to a Senſe of 
their Duty, and to a more ſteady Practice 
of it after ſuch a Relapſe: But on this, 
as on every other Occaſion, - always act with 
Prudence, and great Mildneſs of Temper. 


%%%“ 5488888. 249 
INT S on Singing of Pſalms. 


1. 8 IN GING of PsALus, (fays the late 
Biſhop of London, Dr Giso, in his 

little Tra& on * Plalmod y) though it belongs 

to the yo Body of the Congregation, 


will. 


F 
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& will ſcarcely: be performed in a decent, 
and edifying Manner, without ſome pre- 

ce vious Care and Aſſiſtance 'on the Mi- 
ce niſter's Part. It is a divine and hea- 


cc venly Exerciſe, which the Scripture re- 
ce 


EY [al 


<« of Edification ; and (being in its greateſt 
& Perfection, when it is performed by Chriſ- 
* tians in a joint Harmony of Heart and 
„ Voice) it has ever been accounted a 
ſtanding Part of public Devotion, not 
& only in the Jewiſh, but in the Chriſtian 
% church. Where no Care is taken in 
this Matter it is plain by Experience, 
the Performance will be very indecent, 
& and indeed ſhocking.” The Biſhop 


therefore adds, . I have often wiſhed, that 


% every Miniſter would take the Trouble 
e of directing the choice of proper Pſalms, 
& or rather that He would once for all fix 


e and eſtabliſh ® a Courſe of Pſalms to be 


given out, and ſung in their Order.” 


2. As many in a Congregation who can- 


not read can bear a Part in ſinging; it 
would be proper to order that Part of the 
Pſalm which is given out, to be read aloud 
Line by Line; for this will ſecure a greater 
Number of Singers, and be an Inſtruction 
in their Duty, and an Improvement in their 

hh 5 | Devotion, 


* This has been done by the Biſhop of London 

himſelf, in a little Tract intitled, the excellent Lſe of 

hal mody, with a Courſe of Singing Pſalms for half a 
Year. Price14d, or 10s, an hundred, | 


commends to us, as one ſpecial Means? 
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Devotion, to thoſe, who can neither read, 
nor ſing. Tam ſorry: to ſay tan little At- 
tention: and Regard! have been paid to this 
Part of divine Service, though it is a moſt 
„ e jon and inſtructive Part 

t. 2 ; XS. NT EEE, 
3. © beg (fays Archbiſhop SEcxER in 
his ſecond Charge to his Clergy ) that you 
« wilbencourage all. your Pariſhioners, eſ- 
6 pecially the Youth, to learn Pſalmody, 
&« and:excite them, if there be Need, with 
* ſome little Reward :- For thus you will 
« make the Service of Gop- abundantly 
« more agreeable, and the Attendance on 
<« tt more conſtant. But then where any 
«- Knowledge of the: ald common Tunes re- 
mains, you: ſhould: endeavour principal- 
ly, that your Learner may perfect them- 
<< ſelves in theſe, that ſo they may lead and 
6 offifk the reſt of the Congregation, who” 
«© ſhould always join with them. The bet- 
« er Judgment of thoſe, who have leurnt, 
« may lead the reſt, and any little Diſſo- 
© nances of particular People will be quite 
& loſt in the general Harmony: — But if 
e you muſt admit a Mixture of new and 
%% 4ncommon Tunes, it ſhould be no greater, 
c than you find yourſelf in Prudence abſo- 
e lutely obliged to do.—Elſe the Conſe 
„ gquence will be, that either one Part of 
„ your People will reſent being unjuſtly ſilenc- 

„ ed, and this by the Introduction of Tunes 
& not ſo good, as their former ones, nd 

© 10 


DUTY OF A MINISTER. 19 
« ſo your Pariſh- will be divided, and un- 
Xx < eaſy: Or if they agree to the Change 
ever ſo generally, and like it ever ſo well, 
( yet the ſelect Singers will either be weary. 
in a While of what only Novelty recom-- 
g mended to them, or grow conceited and 


XX © ungovernable, or die off, or be diſperſed, 
and the Congregation will be left unable 
4 to ſing in any Manner at all. — The early 
ce or primitive Chriſtians, conſtantly - joined 
ce to glarify in Pſalms Him, who created 
% them: This Practice was juſtly reſtored 
cc at the Reformation, and it hath declined 
0 of late very unbappily: For the Improve- 
« ments in ſinging Pſalms made by a few 
6 in thoſe Places where ſelect Singers ſing 
* in the Gallery, and the whole Audience 
““ js ſilent, (were they real Improvements) 
vill ſeldom equal the Harmony of a ge- 
„ neral Chorus — for there is Something in- 
b expreſliblyelevating to hear many Voices 
& making a joyful Naiſe to the Gop of their 
Salvation, and ſinging hisPraiſeswithUn«- 
( derftanding.“ —So far the Archbiſhop. 
It will be proper therefore for you occaſſonally 
to ſhew the Diſadvantage of this excluding 
| e | Method, 


* This unjuſtifiable Cuſtom (of how long ſtanding 
ſoever it may have been) ought to be laid aſide where- 
ever it can be done without cauſing great Diſſentions, 
and the Clerk ſhould be directed by the Miniſter to 
ſing a proper number of plain, and well-known 
Tunes, that the Congregation may join with Him.— 
Otherwiſe the Deſign and End of finging Pſalms, is 
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Method, as it muſt prevent unge g elldne | 


from joining in this uſeful Part of the Worſhip; 


and as the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


the Biſhop of London, have Both ſo ſtrongly 


remonſtrated againſt ſuch an Excluſion + An 


Excluſion, which is indefenſible by Argu- 
ment, how obſtinate ſcever ſome /ele# Sing- 


ers may be in perſiſting in it, in Oppoſition | 
to the Miniſter himſelf, as well as to many 


of their F cllow-Worſhippers. 
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Example. 


Ir is certainly of great Imp rtance, 


that you ſhould ſhew yourſelf, as the 
Apoſtle dect, _ in all Things a oy 
| . 66 0 


in a great Meaſure, if not entirely, defeated, It is 


conſidered as an Exerciſe of Skil in a few for their 
own, and others Entertainment: But there is no more 
Religion in it, than in the Sound of a muſical-Inſtry- 
9 The 8 has injoined us all in general (not 

2 3 only of the Congregation) “ to ſing with 
| race in our Hearts to the Lox vp,” Col. iii. 16. To 
6 be frequently employed in finging Pſalms, (ſays 
* DrDoppg1pes in his Paraphraſe of this Text) will 
4 be both pleaſant and profitable, provided it be not 
«. merely the Language of the Lip, or the Exer- 
“ ciſe of the Voice, but is likewiſe attended with the 
% Exerciſe of Grace in the Heart; which it ſurely 
c“ will be, if we rightly conſider, chat it is addreſſed to 
& the Lord, to whom every Sentiment of the Heart is 
6 known, and to whom nothing can be acceptable, 
& which is not attended with cordial Devotion,” 
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of good Works,” Titus ii. 7. and 44 pre- 


ſent in your Life (as Archbiſhop' HogT 
4. adviſes) a fair Copy of thoſe Graces and 
= <. Virtues which you recommend from the 
= <. Pulpit : The People will then believe 
you to be in good Earneſt, and that 
your ſincere Aim is to fave their Souls, 
aas well as your own; This will have a 
greater Effect, than a thouſand Diſcour- 
ce ſes from the Pulpit, be they ever ſo ex- 
e cellent; for the Bulk of Mankind are 
« much eaſier led by the Eye, than by the 
Ear. This will procure Reverence and 
Authority to your Perſon, Affection to 
your Preaching, and a Zeal to imitate 
c your good Example.” See Abp. Hokr's 
Inſtructions to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of 
2. Conſider well, as your Model and Sup- 
port, the ten firſt Verſes of the ſixth Chap- 
ter of St Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians , which ſhew his Faithfulneſs in the 
Migiſty - n „„ 
3. I have no fear of your being or doing 
any Thing, which will be remarkably, in- 
conſiſtent with your clerical Function, or 
reproachful to it: But allow me to ſay, 
that you. ſhould endeavour to be an Exam- 
ple of Prudence and Diſcretion. Let not your 
Good be evil ſpoken of. Guard againſt 
thoſe Inſtances of Abſence, Forgetfulneſs, 
and Neglect, with which too many wiſe 
and pious Clergymen are often chargeable; 
and 
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and which. greatly leſen their Reputation 
and Uſefulneſs. PuNcruaL TT, as to Time 


and Seaſon, and the Diſpateh of Buſineſs, 
is of great Imp nee, both to your own 
Eaſe and Comfort, and to your Etteem and 
. de in the Pariſh. 
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H IN Ts on viſiting the Pa- 
rifhioners 1 in general. 


TT will be very neceſſary to get a Li 
of the -Parifhioners, as the Houſes 
Rand. Go round the whole Pariſh, regu- 
"larly in a certain Space of Time—ſuppoſe 
once a Quarter, or as you find it neceffary. 
2. Your Stay at each Viſit will of Courſe 
be, as' Circumſtances may require and ad- 
mit, dropping ſomething which may be 
uſeful, adaptit ing your Diſcourſe to the par- 
ticular Situation of thoſe, with whom you 
converſe; and that what you ſay may ap- 
pear” natural, and be more eaſily received, 
remembered, and improved, graft religi 
ous Inſtructions online general Crrcum- 
Fance, as their Station, Buſineſs, the Sea- 
ſon / of the Year, the Weather, or any Events 


and Occurrences, which have lately hap- 


Pened, and engage one's Attention. 
Their particular Occupation, Trade, or 
the State of their Family, will alſo furniſh 
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ut ſome ſuitable Hints of Inſtruction o 
Wc particularly: the Sickneſs or Death 
of any of their Relations, Nei rs, 


and ere ee Excite and defire Pa- 


rents, Maſters and Miſtreſſes, to remind 
their Children and Servants of ſome Texts 


of Scripture, which may: be-pariicalarly up- 


plirabli to them, and urge them to remem- 
ber and conſider ſuch Texts. Inquire whe- 
ther there are any who cannot read? And 
if there are, Whether they are defirous of 
learning, That, if capable of it, they may be 
taught.—Afk thoſe, ho can repeat be Ca- 


techiſm ſome Queſtions in Relation to it: 


Explain ' theſe, | and urge on them the 
Duties therein ſuggeſted. This will be 
uſeful not only to the Children, but to the 
Parents, as it will be a Hint to them how 
they are to inſtruct their Children, and will 
be likely to ſecure you the Eſteem and 


Affection of both. 


3. Lou would do well to take Notice of 
young Perſons and Servants, if preſent ; 
anch if abfent, to make ſome Inquiries after 
them, and ifay-ſomething which mayibe told 
them in Relatian to heir religious Concerns, 

4. It may require fone Diſcretion to in- 
. the followin g Nueſtions wirh Pro- 
priety to: principal Kanes; but to thoſe 
in an inferior Station theſe may be aſked, 
after the cuſtomary Civilities, without any 


farther Ceremony. What Books have 
you? 
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2. HINTS ON THE 

vou: Do you read ſome Part of the Scrip- 
ture daily? Do you meditate on what you 
read? Do you pray to Gop daily in Se- 
eret? Do you examine yourſelf as to the 


State of your Souls: — Have you any Fa- 


.mily Prayer? What Prayer Book do you 
uſe ? Do you attend public Worſhip? 
Do you take your Bible to Church with 
vou? Do you ſhew the Text to the Ab- 


ſent ? Do you learn it by Heart, and fre- 


quently think on it in the following Week ? 
Do you receive the Sacrament every Op- 
portunity ?- How do you employ your 
Sunday Evenings? Are your Children 
catechized ? Do you talk ſeriouſly to 
them, inquire whether they pray Morning 
and Evening, and reprove or encourage 
them accordingly ? In what. Manner do 
you read the Scriptures ? Have you any 
Commentator 7 What Sort of Company 
do you keep ? Wok 10 ii 


? 


* 
* *© 
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When you meet any of the Pariſh in 


your Walks, or paſs by them when at 
their Work in the Field, after a civil, eaſy 
Salutation, you would do well to drop 
ſome. Hint of good Advice, grounded, if 


poſſible, On the Nor in which they are 


then employed. This will lead them to be 
free and open with you. It is in this View 
r AQURIE MRS VEry 
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* BurgiTT on the New Teſtament is perhaps 
as cheap, and uſeful, as any you can recommend to 
ſuch of the common People, as can afford to buy it. 


* 2 „ 
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very deſirable to gain ſuch a general Know- 
ledge of their reſpective Employments, that 


you. may talk to them in their own Way, 
and fo gradually introduce ſome uſeful 


Topic *. This will engage their Attention 
and Reſpect, eſpecially if you can attain a 


Habit of talking to them in a plain familiar 


Manner, which, by Care and a little Uſe, 


you may eaſily do, and without demeanin 
your Character, or in the leaſt leſſening 
yourſelf in their Eſteem. On the contrary, 


they will pay a greater Attention to what 


you ſay in the Pulpit, when you have talked 
. familiarly to them in private. Sas 


5. I muſt deſire you to give away ſome - 
of the religious Books I left at the Parſon- 
age Houſe for that Purpoſe, and lend others 
for a certain Time, keeping a Lift of what 
you lend. You will pleaſe to direct how ' 


they may be uſed to the beſt Advantage, 


and inquire afterwards whether they have 


been read, and what Improvement has been 


made of them: And you may ſometimes 

aſk to ſee the Books you have given, and 

obſerve what Care has been taken of them. 
6. There are Multitudes who regularly 


keep up the external Forms of Religion, 


C __ _ whoſe 
Dr Hiidiors Huſbandman's Spiritual Com- 


panion, Price 18. and FLAvE L's Spiritual Huſband- 
ry, Price 28. are two uſeful Books, to furniſh you 
with ſome natural and ſtriking Materials for Con- 
verſation with the Country People. As is likewiſe 
The Huſbandman s Manual, Price gd, 
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26 HINTS ON THE 
| whoſe Hearts nevertheleſs are very far from 
being right with Gop, and who have little 


Acquaintance with the Deſign and End of 
the Goſpel : For Chriſtianity conſiſts not in 
any particular Forms of Worſhip (though 


they are neceſſary as Means of Grace) but 


in an increaſing Knowledge of CnrisT, and 
a growing Reſemblance to Him. Grow, 
<« ſays St Peter, in Grace, and in the Know- 


3 ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
„ CHRIST,“ 2 Pet. iii. 18. I am ſorry to 
ſay there are too many, who have ſuch /«- 


pak Notions of Religion, as to think, 


that if they do not ſwear, kill, commit 
Adultery, or other groſs and notorious Sins, 
that they are ſufficiently good, and qualified 


for the Kingdom of Heaven — little conſi- 


dering the Extent, and ſpiritual Meaning 


of the Commandments, as explained by 


our Saviour 1 in his Sermon on the Mount, — 


See Matt. v. 21, and the following Verſes. 
Now, thattheſe Formaliſts and ſuperficial 

Obſervers of the Goſpel (and thoſe likewiſe, 

whom you have Reaſon to hope are really 


a wakened) may be enabled to form ſome 
Judgment of their true State, you may occa- 
fionally 2ſt them, or give them in Myiting, 


theſe, or other Queſtions to the like Effect. 
Have you ever accuſtomed yourſelf to 


watch over the general Current of your 


Thoughts ? 


Have you not been, may you not yet be 


miſtaken in judging of your State before 
Gon, 


. 
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| Go, by other Meaſures, than his moſt holy 
Word? — Inſtead of examining yourſelf fim- 
ply by this Rule, do you not judge by the 


Opinion you may fondly entertain of your- 


elf, or others may entertain of you? 


Did you ever come to Gop with Hu- 


mility, and earneſt Prayer, beſeeching Him 


to preſerve you from Error, and to guide 


you into the Way of Truth ? 


As the Scriptures declare you, and all the 
human race, to be guilty before Gop; and 


as your own Conſcience tells you ſo, did you 
ever con/ider the fad Conſequence of ſuch a 


State, that © the Wages of Sin is Death,” 
Rom.v1. 23. and that the Sentence to be pro- 


nounced againſt all impenitent Sinners, will 
be, « Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
e laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
«© his Angels,“ Matt. xxv. 4t. 
What have you to plead againſt the 
Execution of ſo juſt a Sentence? 
Do you feel Guilt, and /nful Affections 


and Deſires, as your greateſt Burden? Do you 


not find by frequent Experience, that the 


Evil which you would avoid, you are 
rempted to commit, and that the Good' 


which you purpoſe to do, you often t? 

Do you not, in Regard to the princi- 
pal Affections of your Soul, find how apt 
you are to fear the World more, than Gon ; 
to love the Creature in Preference to the 
Creator; and to ſeek the Praiſe of the 
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World by Compliances, or Neglects, Which 
diſpleaſe Go _ 


Do you find any Marks in yourſelf of 
being different in your Deſires, Affections, 
Hopes and Fears, from what you were for- 
merly, when forgetful of Gop, and uncon- 


cerned about Religion ? 


As a guilty and helpleſs Sinner, did you 


ever inquire in good Earneſt What you 
« muſt do to be ſaved?” Acts xvi. 31. 


Are you careful, that the Notions 
which you entertain of Gop, and the Hopes, 


which you form of the Manner of Acceptance 


with Him, are ſuch as agree with the Truths 
of Gop's Word? 

Do you conſider, the meritorious Death 
of CHRIS, as the Ground of Juſtification ? 
and do you acknowledge the great Importance 
and abſolute Neceſſity of . Repentance to- 
« wards Gop, and of Faith in our Lord 
« Tesvs CHRIST,“ (evidenced by Works) 
in Order to your Juſtification and eternal 
Salvation *? ; 

Is it your Belief, that without the ſhed- 
ding of the Blood of CurisT,' there 1s no 
Remiſſion of Sin? Heb. ix. 22. not even 
of the leaſt Sin? And do you believe, that 
if you watch, pray, and ſeriouſly attend the 
appointed Means of Grace, the Blood of 
CHRIST will cleanſe you from all Sin? 
1 John i. 7 


Aare you prayed to, your heavenly Fa- 
ther 


1 Adts xx. 25. 
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ther to give. you the Aid of his Holy Spi- 
rit? Luke xi, 13. and have you experienced 
his ſacred Influence on your Heart and Life? 

Do you find the Love of Gop and your 
Neighbour increaſing in your Heart? And 
do you think charitably of thoſe who differ 
from you in Sentiments, and Worſhip ? 

The Y/hole of this important Examina- 
tion is in a great Meaſure contained in the 
Queſtions on the following Text: “ Are 
«© you conformed to this World, or not ?— 
Are you transformed by the renewing of 
your Minds, or not? Have you proved 
« (or tried and known by your own Expe- 
e rience) that the Will of God is good, ac- 
« ceptable; and perfect,” Rom. X11. 2. and 
do you take it as a Rule for the Conduct of 
your Zane nb volt rt 235 : 

his is coming to the Point: This is the 
Touch. ſtone, and will ew what it is to have 
the Power, as well as the Form of Godlineſs, 
2 Tim. iii. 3. what it is to delight in and 
to do the Will of Gop ; Pſal. cxix. 16. to 
rejoice in CHRIS JERvs, Phil. iii. 3. and to 
worſhip Gop in Spirit and in Truth, John 
iv. 24. In ſhort, it will ſhew the Difference 
between a nominal and a real Chriſtiaa. 
7. You will, I doubt not, take Notice 
of the moſt: notorious Sinners, and of ſuch 
as have little or no Senſe of Religion; con- 
triving the moſt likely Method of convince 
ing them of their Sins. In order to this, 
furniſh yourſelf with a Catalogue of Vices; 
8 3 as and 
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and under each Vice ſet down the princi- 
pal of thoſe Texts of Scripture, which ex- 
preſsly forbid the Commiſſion of it, and 
denounce, Puniſhment againſt it. Collect 
likewiſe a few Texts of Scripture under 
_ each of the following Heads, and keep them 
freſh in your Memory: Man's fallen State 
— Recovery by ChRISH - Conviction of Sin 
—— The Danger of a careleſs Sinner —Ne- 
ceſſity of a renovating Change, or Conver- 
ſion— The Impoſſibility of enjoying Heaven 
without Holineſs The great Duty of Hu- 
mility and Love to our Fellow Creatures 
The Neceſſity of Gop's Bleſſing on the 
Means. Much Prudence is required in a 
Miniſter's Diſcharge of this very important 
Part of his Duty. Pray daily and earneſtly 
for Gap's Bleſſing on every ſuch Attempt; 
without which Succeſs cannot reaſonably 

be expedtct. : --* „ OY 
8, Suffer me to caution you, that you be 
not impoſed on by ſome /alf- ſufficient Taikers 
about Religion, whoſe chief Proficiency ge- 
zerally conſiſts in a Knowledge of particular 
Notions and Phraſes, I have had too much 
Reaſon to ſuſpe# this Sort of People. Re- 
cerive them at the frft Interview verycivilly, 
but when they talk of Juſtification, enforce 
Sanctification, as inſeparable from it, and 
fee what Evidence they give of it. Incul- 
cate the relative Duties, and particularly 1 
Diligence in their Calling, and recommend bi 
Chriſtian 14 
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Chriſtian Candour and Charity, as eſextial 
to Salvation. Inquire of their Neigbours, 
as prudently as poſſible, whether they are 
good. Huſbands, or Wives, Parents, or 
Children, Maſters or Servants : And at 
any future Meeting (if they are deficient in 
theſe Reſpects) point out to them ſome of 
the Paſſages in Scripture relating to Pha- 
riſees and Hypocrites, and ſuch Texts as lay 
the greateſt Streſs on Chriſtian Humility, 
relative Duties, and univerſal Obedience. 
9. When you ſpeak to Children, and Day- 
labourers, (whoſe Capacity is generally weak) 
| ſpeak cheerfully, and in a very plain Man- 
ner, avoiding all hard Words in Conver- 
ſation, as well as in your Sermons ; as for 
Inſtance, uſe the Word ſtrengthen, not invi- 
gorate—harden, not obdurate—watchful, 
not vigilant - forſake, not relinquiſh, &c. 
Enliven what you ſay to them by ſhort and 
ſtrik ing Stories. - Put familiar Queſtions 
to them, the Anſwers to which require lit- 
tle more than Yes, or Ne: As zor Inſtance, 
Do you pray in ſecret? Has Gop com- 
manded you to pray through a Mediator? 
Who is the Mediator? Has he promiſed 
to hear Prayer? Does the Soul die as 
well as the Body ? Does Gov reward the 
Good, and-puniſh the Bad? They may 
underſtand your Queſtions, but not be ab/e 
to anſwer much more than Yes, or No; of 
may have an Awe on them before ycu, which 
C 4 might. 
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might prevent their ſpeaking their Senti- 


ments, being at a Loſs for Words to ex- 


= them.—This Method will moſt pro 


ably be of ſome Uſe. Theſe, who do not 


like to be aſked ſuch Queſtions, ſhew how 


much they need them: The more r | 


will be pleaſed with you. 

10. When Convictions of Sin appear, 
ad Marks of true Converſion to Gop, let 
me deſire you to inquire after Wrongs done 
even Years ago, on, urge Reſtitution to be 
made, or the Promiſe of; it when able. Re- 
ſtitution will be the Effect of Renovation, 
or Converſion, if it be true. And it will be 
very ſtriking and engaging, even in the 
Eyes of worldly Men. 


11. Encourage the Fein onen to come 


to you at the Parſonage Houſe on ſuch 
Days, and Hours, as you ſhall fix, if 


they have any particular Circumſtances 


relating to their Souls, or religious Impreſ- 
ſions made on their Minds, or any Doubts, 
or Scruples, concerning which they deſire 
your Judgment and Aſſiſtance. Invite, 
and urge them to be free with you on ſuch 
Occaſions, as what will afford you Plea- 
ſure, inſtead of giving you Trouble. Ap- 
point Labourers and Servants to come to 
you on a Sunday, before or after Church, 
rather, than at any other Time, as they will 
iben be moſt at Leiſure. 
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Family Prayer.” 


© * 


25 LV T me intreat you earneſtly to re- 


commend Family as well as ſecret 
Prayer, giving proper Directions about the 
Manner of performing it, and removing ſuch 
Objections, as may be raiſed againſt it. 
2. It ſeems to me of great Importance, 


that they ſnould be adviſed to turn their 


Morning Prayers into Queſtions in an Even- 
ing, to fee how far they have endeavoured 
to be what they have prayed to be and eſ- 
pecially at the End of the Week, that they 
may Tee whether they grow in Grace, anc 
- amend their Lives. As for Inſtance, af- 
ter the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer, they may 
aſk themſelves, Do I hallow Gop's holy 
Name? Do I deſire his Kingdom of Grace 
may come here, and his Kingdom of Glory 
hereafter * Do I defire his Will may be 
done in me, and by me; and do l act ac- 
cordingly ?—Pleaſe likewiſe to exhort them 
tbus to turn the Scriptures into Queſtions, 
by Way of Self- examination, and then in- 
to Prayers, that what they read may be 
deeply impreſſed on their Hearts. Do I 
preſs towards the Merk for the Prize of the 
high Calling in CHRIST IESus? Phil. iii. 13. 
I earneſtly pray, that I may. Is the ſame 
Mind in me, which was in CHRIST Jesus.? 
Phil. ii. 5, Gop grant it may | 
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3. As1I have given to the Maſter or Miſ- 
tres of every Houſe in my Pariſh a Book 
of Family and ſecret Devotion, I muſt de- 
fire you to remind them, at proper Times, 
(as ſuits your Conveniency) of the great 
Duty of Prayer, and to examine:how far they 
have complied with it: Urge Children and 
Servants, who belong to praying Families, 
to value ſuch a Privilege, to qoin ſeriouſi 
in the Family Devotion, and to be careful 
to reflect on what they hear at ſuch Seaſons, 
and to improve it: For without Prayer Re- 
tHigion will dwindle into Nothing. Wit- 
-neſs, the truly deplorable State of many 
Families and private Perſons, Who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, yet (how inconſiſt- 
ent ) live without any © LE as if there 
Was 0 Gop 1 in-the World. 


— $48 


-HINTS to aſſiſt the Pariſhioners) in read- 
hs ing, and underſtandin gthe Scriptures. 


2 ou may remark, that though there 
are ſeveral excellent Books, which 

may be very uſeful, and very entertaining, 
there is no Book which can reveal what 
the BinL® has done? Where is the Book 
which can ſhew us a Saviour, who has re- 
*deemed us from Sin, Death, and Hell, and 
ean guide us like that, through this World 


to the next? 
2. There 
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2. There is a wide Difference : berweth : 
reading the Seriptures, Chapter: aſe Chap- 
ter, and believing in a Kind of general W ay, 

that it is the Mord of God; and ſeribuſſ 

weigbing its Contents; ſubmitting; imevery 
Point, how contrary ſever. to bur corrupt 
Inclinations. Let me intreat you there- 
fore to recommend the frequent, and ſeri- 
ous reading of the Scripture; eſpeciallyion 
a Sunday Evening; and to pombtiout to 
Families occaſionally ſuitablePaſſages tobe 
particularly obſerved: by which theymnay 
enamine themſelves, and them turn em into 
Prayer: As for Inſtance, „Do I ſeelæ tlie 
Ford: Kingdom of Gop, and his Righteduſ- 
«neſs, as my firſt; and-principdl Concem ? 
"Ty And do l believe, that all neteſſaryi things 
will be added unto me; as there promeſed 
„ by JesUs CHRIST — Grant beſereh 
* thee, O Lorp, that I may be enabled 
| © fr (and above every other Confidetation ) 
ſeek thy Kingdom, and thy Righteoul- 

e Haſs; and that all neceſſary Things may be 

| adde! unto me, as thy Sonchath pro ed 
to thoſe who ſrekthee, and depend onth 
Mart. vi. 3 3. Whatſoever Things I would 
«men ſhould do unto me, do J even fouiito 
hem! I earneſtly pray, that this mayibe 

my conſtant Rule of Action: Enable me 
„ by thy Grace, to do to others, as I would 
e they ſhould do to me, Matt. vii. 12. 

3. You would do well to adviſe thoſe in 
particular, who are at Work early and late, 


to 


to 
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chooſe every Night a ſhort Text of Seri p- 


ture, which may be eaſily remembered, me- 
ditated on in Bed before they ſleep, and at 
Times in the next Day, while they are em- 
ployed in Buſineſs. By this uſeful Method 
they will be keeping up an Acquaintance 
with the Scriptures, and treaſuring up in 
their Memories many important Texts. 


4. In the Winter Evenings recommend to 


the moſt ſerious of the People (eſpecially 
young People) to meet once in a Week, the 
young Men at one Houſe, and the young 
Women at another, to edify one another in 
the Scriptures, as it may be of Uſe to them: 
And it will be taken kindly, if you would 
- on. ſuch Evenings lend them Pool k's An- 
| notations on the Bible—one of the Volumes 
of Henzy's Expoſition of the Old and New 
Teſtament—BuxkITT on the New Teſta- 
ment—or, DoppRIDox's Family Expoſitor. 
:— Theſe would be ſome Aſſiſtance to them. 
- —And let me deſire you ſometimes to call 
on them yourſelf, —— Commend. their 
laudable Endeavours to improve themſelves 
in the Knowledge of Gep's Word. — Ex- 
Plein any difficult Paſſages they may want 
to have explained, and encourage them to 
apply to you for farther Inſtruction when- 
ever FRY think * Rand 1 in Need of it. 
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HIN T 8 07 72 ifiting the Sick. 


JT is a moſt di Neult, and awful Thing fo 
act in many Circumſtances, which ariſe 
in an Attendance on the Sick. A Miniſter 


may be deceived : The ſick Perſon may 
deceive Himſelf. It will therefore be proper 
to inquire what are his Hopes of Salvation? 9 
On what founded? And how they operate in 
languiſhing and dying Circumſtances ? — 
Reading the Viſitation Office to the Sick * 
is but a ſmall and trifling Part of a Miniſ- 


ter's Work. You muſt go further: It is of 


the utmoſt Importance. Make what pru- 


dent Inquiries you can of others who are ac- 
quainted with them, what their Character 


and Lives have been. Inquire of themſetves 
what their Views have been, and what they 


now are: Their Views of Sin; of their own 
Guilt and Danger; of Cant and the Goſ- 


pel; of the Terms of Acceptance; of Eter- 
nity: Whether they have been accuſtomed 


to ſecret Prayer; and how they have con- 


ducted it; and add ſuch other Queſtions, 
as may be ſuitable to their State of Mind 


and Circumſtances.— There are ſome, who 


| nen Ignorance cannot, or Stupidity 


- | will 


 - ® ] would recommend to your Cnnfideration 


STERNE de Viſitatione Infirmorum; Archdeacon 


| Dopwerr's Sick Man's Companion, or Clergyman's 


Aſſiſtant in viſiting the Sick ; and Mason's Paſtor 
and Student, See — Jexxs' s Devotions; and 


the new Manual of Devotions (Fifteenth Edition) 1 % 
Which is an Oilice for the Sick, 


/ 
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will not, give proper Anſwers- to. ſocks 
veſtions. . They will aſſent to what is 
faid, but drop Nothing of 7bm/etobs, by 
which one can judge of their State; as I 
have frequently experienced” to my great 
Concern in attending the Sick, and Dyin 
7 his 1s the moſt. perp exing. Part of a "Ming. 
'ter's. Work. Allowantes however muſt be 
mage for a bad Education, mall Advan- 
ages, and their being unaccuftomed to talk 
on 1 — Subjects. It is better to err Per- 
"haps: on the ii ee or doubiful Side, than 
to give flattering Hopes. Some may die in 
Lraplpoſes and Raptures, and yet, be far 
from making a good End. Deep Humility, 
Repenting, and Believing are Jurer Eviden- 
ces. of Salvation“, than Confidente àhd 
Tranſports. Notwithſtanding the preceding 
Caution, not to give flattering Hopes ö you Will 
I hope, be very careful to animate and encou- 
rage thoſe, who e to have been fintere 
in Religion, tho' their Capacities are Weak. 
2. In your Attendance on the'Sich, it is 
_ adviſeable to viſit Tometimes alone ; ſome⸗ 
times, where! it may be no Inj ary to the ſick 
Perſon,” to give Notice 51 your coming, 
that the Neighbours may have an Oppor- 
tunity of ſtepping in, and improving by. 
What you may think proper to ſay at theſe 


* Tempora 8 
ITY 5 THAT - £4 Fe 65 as ar Though 


* See the latter Part of che 9h of - Archbiſhop 
Tir iorson ; Sermons; 9.71 Neri ltr een reſt s. 
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3. Though I ſhall always willingly and 
thankfully repay you whatever you think ne- 
c ſſary to give to any of my poor Pariſhion- 
ers, I would not adviſe you, when requeſted 
to attend the ſick Poor, to make it a Ciſtoin 
to give them any Thing; becauſe it wilt be 
a ſtrong Lemptation to them to deſire to ſee 
the Miniſter merely with this View. Con- 
.triye therefore to give Alms at ſome gt 
Time: Or, if they want Relief particularly at 
that Time, convey it by ſome n, 
4. Too many, who have led a careleſs, and 
perhaps a wicked Life, will, when they ap- 
prehend themſelves in Danger of dying, 
ſend for the Miniſter to give them the. Sa- 
crament.— This they conſider (ſtrange In- 
fatuation I) as a -Paſſport on the Road to 
Heaven, which they expect will anſwer 
their Purpoſe at once. But alas! they will 
not find that the Yay of Salvation preſcribed 
in the Goſpel, is /o eaſy as they abſurdly 
imagine it to be. You will be cautious there- 
fore to whom you adminiſter the Sacrament.. 
Lou may make it a general Rule not to give 
it zo ſuch fick Perſons, as would not receive 
it in Health; unleſs you can bring them to 
a due Senſe of their Guilt, to an hearty 
Repentance of all that is paſt, with ſincere 
Reſolutions of Amendment ſhould they re- 
cover, and to a Determination to make 
every Kind of Reſtitution in their Power 
to thoſe, whom they may have injured. Till 
you have ſtrong Proofs, that they are brought 
| to 


FR 


* | e nnn et Meer tr pain tom 66 I AAS I SIT; _ > 
— ir + a. BR. rey er * a 
— e NE - =." n RP 
* C 5 2 2 Do. = he 0-5 e 1 
<5, DS ot Fa l Tut) — 2 ; 
2 £ 8 4 7 4 


. a ANCE ORE oa © 


40 HINTS ON THE 


to ſuch a Diſpoſition, you have no Warrant 
either in. Scripture, or by the Rubric, for ad- 
miniſtering the Sacrament to them; for he 

_ "Rubric expreſsly injoins the Miniſter 4 to 
e examine whether the Sick Perſon has truly 
e repented of his Sins, is in Charity with 

e all Mankind, forgives all who have of- 
* fended him, and has actually recompenſ- 
ed, or ſolemnly promiſed to recompenſe as 
1 « ſoon, and as far as in his Power, the Par- 
« ties, to whom he hath done any Injury or 
"2 When 2 Perſons recover, follow them 
with ſerious'Exhortation :—Remind them 
of the Treachery of the Heart, - how prone 
Men are to forget their Promiſes and Reſo- 
lutions made in Time of Trouble, and the 
near Views of Death: —Remind them how 
foon they may be in the ſame Circumſtances 
again, and how certain Death is, and how 
awful the Conſequences of it. Urge conſtant: 
Watchfulneſs and Prayer, and the faithful 
Diſcharge of thoſe Duties, which they may 
have neglected; eſpecially an Attendance 
upon the Lok bös Supper: Give them like. 
wiſe the Biſhop of London's, Dr Giksox, Se- 
rious Advice to Perſons, who have been Sick. 
6. Be particularly. careful' to introduce 
ſerious and uſeful Converſation at Funerals, 
when there is an Opportunity, and it can be 
done with Propriety, as the Minds of the 
Relations and Friends of the deceaſed are 
then in general peculiarly impreſſible. A yp | 
V111t 
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viſit once or twice the Family, into which 
Death has entered, and endeavour 10 cheriſh 
and ſtrengthen the good Impreſſions, which 
it is to be, hoped ſuch an 8 don Barn hath 
made on their Minds. 

7. It is highly proper, and will greatly 
conduce to preſerve your own Mind in a 
right Frame, and to ſecure the divine Bleſs- 


ing, to ſpend a few Minutes in ſecret 


Prayer, before you go out to viſit the Pa- 
riſhioners, (eſpecially the ſick and afflicted) 


that Gop would 4% iſt and proſper your ous 


and benevolent Attempts. 


— 


, Miſcellaneous | H 1 N T 1 : 


I, you will not forget to read the Act 
of Parliament againſt profane Curſ- 


ing and Swearing, as injoined under the 
Penalty of forfeiting five Pounds, immedi- 


ately after the Morning or Evening Prayer 
on four ſeveral Sundays, namely, the Sun- 
day after Lady-day, Midſummer, Michael- 
mas, and Chriſtmas.—Ir is a long, tedious 
Act, and it would take up too much Time, 
and be uſeleſs to read all the Forms, by 


which 
Lend Dr Gzosvexox's Mourner, or the Afflicted 


relieved, to ſuch Families as ſeem to ſtand in Need 


of the Conſolations therein given. 
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which the Penalties are levied, and how 
they are to be applied, &c. It is ſufficient 
in Foro Conſcientiz to abridge it, and only 
to read the Preamble, and the Penalty. No 
Court of Juſtice would levy a Fine on a 
Clergyman for not reading the whole. Act, 
when he reads an Abridgment of it in this 
Manner. This is certainly complying with 
the Spirit of the Law. 

2. The Preamble of the Act of Parlia- 
ment for the better Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day, (made in the 29th Year of the Reign 
of Charles the Second) and the Penalty, 
ſhould be read at proper Times, and on 
ſuitable Occaſions: And every Miniſter is 
cbarged, and commanded four Times in the 
Year to read in his Church the King's Pro- 
 elamation for the Encouragement of Piet) and 
VHirtue, and for the preventing and puniſbing © 
Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immorality..—Sabþatb- 
breakers ought undoubtedly to be puniſhed, 
as the Law Leſs, after due Aimonition has 
been given, and difregarded : But then you 
ſhould endeavour to make the Offender ſeu- 
fible, that his Diſregard to your Admonition 
Tenders your Application to a Juſtice of 
Peace neceſſary ; and that you have made 
ſuch an Application, not from Reſentment, 
nor any per/onal Diſlike, but from Compaſ- 
fion, and a Principle of Conſcience, to pre- 
vent (as much as in you lies) his Continuouce 
in ſo ſinful a Practice Himſelf, and in ſet- 


ting ſo bad an Example to otters. 
3. Before 
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2. Before every Viſitation remind the 
Churchwardens in à friendly Manner of 
their Duty. Read the printed Articles of 
Inquiry with them deliberately in private, 
and point out to them the Importance of 
ſuch Inquiries, that they may confider them 
conſcientiouſly, and not as mere Matters 
„„ 
There are ſome Miniſters, who, to 


prevent any juſt Blame in this Particular, 


think it proper to read publicly in Church, 
on the Sunday before the Viſitation, the 


18 following Canons, the 112th, 116th; 115th, 
118th, and 119th. T7 | 


= 


4. Let me adviſe you to bear your Teſ- 


timony on every Occaſion againſt the Pro- 


fanation of the Loxp's Day, by a Negle&t 
of his Worſhip, Diverſions after it, _ 
ing of Bells, or any other Offence. It 
our Duty, as Minifters, to give Notice, 
that for theſe things the Wrath of God 
cometh on the Children of Diſobedience,? 
£phes. v. 6. A Contempt of the Sabbath 
opens the Way to innumerable Evils. There 
are too many, who come to Church onl 


ence in the Day: You will do well to in- 


quire what Excuſe they have for not attend- 
ing twice. Sickneſs or the Care of young 
Children, may neceſſarily confine ſome at 
Home; and a due Allowance ſhould be 
made for theſe Impediments: But many, 
who go only in the Afternoon, have nt theſe 

| . „ 


* < 


4 HINTS ON THE 


Excuſes to plead: They nfuliy abſent them. | 


ſelves in the Morning, having an Opportu- 
nity of going then, as well as in the After. 


- 2001, and the Example of others to induce |} 


them to it.—Moreover as there are Forms 


of Prayer appointed by our Church' for both 


arts of the Day, it is ſuppoſed that all its 
Members (not having any lawful, or rea- 


ſonable Excuſe) will attend on the public 


Worſhip twice every Sunday, — The very 
fame Reafons, which require their Preſence 
there on one Part of the Day, ate equalhy 


ſtrong for their being there on the other Part 


of it. The Opportunity they miſs might, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop, have been made pe- 


culiarly uſeful to them; and Gop may puniſh - 4 


their Neglect by withholding his Bleſſing, 
when they do attend. And this may be one 
Cauſe why ſuch partial Worſhippers have ſo 
long heard the Preacher to ſo little Purpoſe. 
g. I muſt beg you to be attentive to the 
earlieſt Reports of any notorious Sin in thoſe, 
who “ profeſs Godlineſs;” and in Caſe of 
their Guilt, I would adviſe you to take no 
friendly Notice of them, as you did before, 
nor ſuffer them to come to the Parſonage- 
houſe; nor admit them to the Lord's Table, 
till they have made their humble Confeſſion 
of Guilt, as public, and well-known, as 
their Commzſſion of it. And, that they may 


be led to make ſuch a public Confeſſion 


and, Acknowledgment, reprove them, 2 
| n 
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ſon with them, and endeavour to humble, 
convince, and reform them. 


6. Study to be a Peace-maker. When N 


| Differences ariſe between any of the Pariſh, 


take Pains to compoſe them. Plead with 


| each Party ſeparately, and adviſe them to re- 
fer the Matter in Difference, not to your/elf, 


but to ſome Perſon or Perſons of Age, 


Prudence and Calmneſs, who are no Way 


intereſted in the Affair, or connected with 


either of the Parties. 
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7. When the Seed is ſown, the Devil 
comes immediately, Mark iv. 15. and takes 
it out of the Hearts of many of the Hearers. 
Hence it is evident how dangerous a Cuſ- 
tom it is for People to ſtay in the Church- 
yard, chatting about indifferent Matters, as 


| ſoon as the Sermon is ended. Warn thoſe 


therefore, in whom there is any Serzouſneſs, 
to proceed from Church to. ſome retired 


Place in their own Houſes, or to converſe 


with their Families on what they have been 


hearing. 


8. Endeavour to live on friendly Terms 
with the neighbouring Clergy, and to culti- 
vate a particular Acquaintance and Friend- 
ſhip with ſuch as are ſerious, and diligent in 
their paſtoral Work, and of candid and 
generous Sentiments. , Be ready to ſerve 
and aſſiſt them according to your Abili- 
ty, and to promote their pe and 
Uſefulneſs 


9. Allow 
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* Allow me'to caution you againſt liſten- 
ing to ſuch, as are continually railing againſt 
others. Prefs Home on their Conſciences an 
Attention to their own Character and State, 
and efpecially the moſt faithful Diſcharge 
of their Duty towards Gov, and their 
Neighbour. 

10. I dare ſay you will think i it is incum- 
bent on you to be peculiarly careful to keep 
up the greateſt Gravity and Decorum at | 
Marriages, and to reſtrain and reprove every 
Appearance of unbecoming Levity on theſe 
Occaſions : For though the Contract is only 
a civil one, yet being ſo very important, and 
accompanied with religious Services, and as 

both the Perſons to be married are charged, 
as they will anſwer it at the dreadful Day of 
Judgment, to confeſs, if there be any Im- 
pediment to the Marriage, and as they are 
joined together in the Preſence of Gop, and 
in the Church, nothing irreverent or triflins | 
ought to be indulged on theſe Occaſions. | 

11. I ſhall be obliged to you if you 
would examine (fuppole e once in a Month, 
or Quarter) the Children I put to School, 
that you may know what Progreſs they 
have made, whether the Maſter diſcharges 
his Duty by them 3 and whether 
they attend regularly. By looking at the 
following Table, x you, or [ may eaſily 


ſee at any Time, what dh each Scholar 
has been abſent, 
| Table 
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Table to be hept by the Shool Maſter who will pit a Mark 
thus + bs then any Scholar is abſent, and de- 
 Tiver it to you every Month, or Quarter. ES 


* 


* 
- 


e 


J.-| = | 


ty 8 8 
Names, S 


2. Tueſd 


| 6. Saturday. | 


| 3. Wedneſday 


* 


John 8—. | 5 + 
E 8 f 


Girls. 5 + 


_ Þ 
Fane M—. | | 
; 5 ö 1 
N 1 
— —— — — = — _ TIO IE |. 


8 The Schoolmaſter has been deſired 
to order ſuch of the Children, as are capa- 
ble of doing it, to get by Heart every Sun- 
day the Collect for the Day, and to repeat 
it to Him every Monday Morning. You 
will pleaſe to pay a little Attention occa- 
ſionally to the Execution of this. 

2s Let the Love, the Tenderneſs, and 
the Patience of Gop towards Sinners, be an 
Example to you in all you do for Men. Have 
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Compaſſion on them: Endeavour to con- 


vince them of their Guilt from proper Paſ- 


ſages of Sctipture; ſhew them the Remedy 


for it from other Paſſages; and lead them to 


make an Application of Both theſe to their 
own Conſciences. This Imitation of Gop's 
Love and Patienee, will be a Proof that you 
act from the he Motives in your Attempts 
to-ſerve them; and that you are not weary 
in Well-doing,” 2 7%. iii. 12. 
Tou well know ny Regard for you—and 


will, I hope, take theſe friendly Hints in good 


Part. I am far from dictating to you, or iſ- 
ſuingout Commands, but am merely ſaggeſt 


ing what has been my own Practice, the Re- 


ſult of my own Obſervation and Experience, 
and what I think myſelf under an indiſpen- 
fible Neceffity of ſuggeſting to you, as 1 
truſt my Pariſh in ſo great a Degree to your 


Care. I doubt not both from Principle as 


a Miniſter, and from Diſpeſition as a Man, 
you will readily comply (as far as in your 
Power) with what I here requeſt of you, — 
And now, give me Leave to recommend to 
your particular Attention the Advice of 


Paul the aged, to Timothy a young Minifter, 


Cit: ivi 145 16; . Medizate pen thoſe 
Things, relating to the Miniſtry, which I 


„ have mentioned in my Epiſtle ; Give 


«thyſelf olg to them, that thy Profiring 


* may appear to all. Take Heed unto thy- 


ce ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine: For in do- 

e ing this thou ſhalt both ſave zhy/elf, and 

« them, that hear thee.” ; 
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